Cabarrus County sheriff looks forward to safer 2008
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The Cabarrus County Sheriff’s Office, like several other police departments, is trying to take a proactive approach to crime. Neighborhood watch programs, teen-oriented groups and planned population growth are some of the tools utilized. With growth and youth crime on the rise in Cabarrus County, these programs are taking center stage in the fight against crime.
Sheriff Brad Riley has been working with the Cabarrus County Sheriff’s Office since 1990 and has been sheriff since 2001.

Q: As Cabarrus County continues to see large amounts of growth, what is your department doing to protect residents against crime moving into the area?
Cabarrus County Sheriff Brad Riley: We will continue providing professional law enforcement services as we have in the past; however, we have several new initiatives that have been implemented to deal with new growth.
Project Safe Cabarrus - The initiative targets violent offenders and aggressively seeks federal and state punishment. Under the project, several other initiatives are attended to as well, such as the Gangs Initiative, Re-Entry Program, Guns Initiative, etc.
Gangs Initiative - We have two full-time gangs officers dedicated to working with Concord and Kannapolis police departments to address gang activity through educating the public, educating officers, identifying gang members, addressing graffiti, etc.
Community Policing - To go along with each community officer’s primary duties and responsibilities, they also work with homeowner associations to establish neighborhood watch programs.


Q: What community-related crime prevention tactics or programs has your department utilized this year?
Riley: Our agency has been involved with several crime prevention programs and utilized different methods to prevent crime.
We restructured our Harrisburg deputies to better serve and cover newly developed residential areas and business growth in the Brookedale area.
(We) have worked closer with planning and zoning when new growth is being proposed in an area, which allows us to determine and plan for law enforcement services and resources.
We are open to assisting communities in organizing and maintaining watch programs to deter crime and educate homeowners.
We seek to educate the public and document findings of gang activities in an effort to better report activity and deter future problems.
We continue to provide all local high schools with a powerful alcohol and drug message and program prior to proms. These programs have been well received by the community and appear to be instrumental in our community taking prom night more serious.
We have been using a strategy of identifying trouble areas in the county for certain offenses such as speeding/traffic, break-ins, etc. Once an area is identified, we pour additional resources and manpower to that area in an effort to curb the problem.
We were approved for the new jail initiative that will allow us to identify undocumented foreign born criminals that come to jail, in an effort to hold the criminal illegal offender accountable for their actions.


Q: What was the biggest crime problem facing your jurisdiction? What is being done to address that problem?
Riley: We challenged our officers to be more vigilant and aggressive with investigating residential, commercial and vehicle break-ins. We were very successful in interrupting several crime rings associated with these type of crimes, and we made many significant arrests that stopped extensive crime sprees. We identified many of these offenders as drug users from the Charlotte area.
Every community has drug problems, and we feel much of our drug problem is associated with the crimes listed above: larcenies, break-ins, robberies, etc.


Q: Youth-committed crime continues to be a problem in Cabarrus County and elsewhere. What is being done to address this problem?
Riley: We are currently seeking a grant through the State Governor’s Crime Commission (along with Concord and Kannapolis) through our Gang Initiative to provide more programs and resources to our “at-risk” youth.
We assist Concord PD with providing a “Street Smart” educational program to “at-risk” kids through their facility.
We assist in services to Teen Court, which are court proceedings for certain misdemeanant teen offenders.
Our DARE and School Resource Programs take youth education very serious and take pride in improving our community through educating and working with our youth.
We partnered with Concord police to provide a Law Enforcement Explorer Post for teens to become part of our law enforcement agencies. The teens learn first hand how to become police officers and volunteer much time for training and working with our agencies.
Our agency provides quality internship opportunities for both high school and college kids interested in possibly pursuing careers in law enforcement.
We have spent more time training and educating our officers in the areas of identifying problems with youth and assisting in seeking resources for them.


Q: How is your department utilizing technology to fight and prevent crime?
Riley: Some of the new technology includes: field base reporting - through mobile computers, our officers are learning to do electronic reports in their patrol vehicles. This cuts down on time and gas spent to turn reports in to the office. E-Citation has been implemented to electronically write tickets from mobile data computers and submit to the state as well. Both of these advances have made it more possible to keep officers in the community where they can be more visible and more available.
Nar-test, a new technology that allows officers to test illegal drugs for validity without sending it to the state lab and waiting through months of backlog. Our partnership with Concord and Kannapolis police allowed us to jointly purchase this equipment as a benefit to all. We expect to eliminate postage and wait time for testing of marijuana, cocaine, meth and heroine.
The bullet recovery system is a new technology that allows the testing of bullets and guns in preparing for investigations dealing with firearms. Again, our agency partnered with Concord and Kannapolis police to jointly purchase this equipment to eliminate waiting on testing firearms at the lab and sending them off or hand delivering them out of town.
We have purchased more cameras in our effort to do better surveillance in the community in all areas of patrol such as watching certain areas, businesses, drug activity, gang activity, etc.
We have placed new in-car camera systems in several patrol cars to better serve the public. This often allows us the ability to review services we are providing. It also serves as an evidentiary tool for court.
Reverse 911 calling systems allow us to send messages to the public using 911 address data. It allows messages and alerts to be put out through the phone system to any specific areas of concern.
A new radio tower in Midland added to our system to enhance officers’ ability to communicate in dense areas of the county.


Q: What issues do you think will be a problem or crimes do you foresee to be a problem in the upcoming year?
Riley: Youth crimes - especially those crimes associated to groups of youth or even gangs.
Crimes involving the use of computers will continue to grow in areas of fraud, identity theft, sexual preying on youth, etc.
We are seeing increases in theft, especially associated with drug use. These break-ins include businesses, residences and vehicles. Especially with theft/break-ins/robberies being increased, we will continue to see drug problems.
Sexual predators - sexual predators continue to prey upon youth mainly because of the popularity of teens using the Internet. Secluded chat rooms and the ability to gain personal information about people through the computers make sex victims an easy target.


Q: Is there any issue or problem from 2007 that you would like to address at this time?
Riley: I can’t think of anything that hasn’t been resolved. I would like to mention an increasing issue I believe has begun to affect all of law enforcement. For the first time in my career, I am beginning to see difficulty in agencies ability to find good, qualified applicants to hire in this field. We are beginning to see more applicants with past drug use and major financial/credit problems that do not pass state training and standards.


Q: What accomplishments from 2007 is your department proud of?
Riley: 287(g)being approved for the illegal immigration program as one of only four programs in the state, and not many more in the country, was a real accomplishment. Being able to remove any undocumented criminal element from your population makes a strong statement to the dedication your agency has towards reducing the crime rate.
Our gangs initiative - though we mention this word “gang” much, we are pleased that we are being proactive. We do see problems associated with groups; however, we are excited that our agencies are getting in front of the problem rather than catching up to the problem.
Though we don’t like to boast until all crimes are solved, our agency was very successful in busting several extensive theft crime rings this past year. Some of these crime sprees involved anywhere from 30-80 incidences/cases in each ring.
New jail annex - phase 1 of our jail project is completed and ready for occupancy in January or February of 2008. This annex should greatly enhance our ability to reduce our jail overcrowding issue and transporting large number of inmates out of county.


Q: Is there anything you would like to say to the residents of your jurisdiction about safety or policing issues?
Riley: As our population and community continue to experience growth, it will be very imperative for citizens to be more involved with our local law enforcement agencies. With the eyes, ears and voice of our entire community, we can accomplish our intended goals and reduce crime. Without citizen involvement and proper reporting of crimes, our community could greatly suffer in areas such as quality of life. We must continue educating the public in how to participate, and we need citizens to continue standing with us through good and bad, easy and tough times. We feel that “partnership” is the recipe for future success.

