[image: image1.png]



CABARRUS COUNTY VIOLENT CRIME TRENDS, 1995-2004


Compiled by M. J. Gathings and James M. Frabutt

Center for Youth, Family, and Community Partnerships

The University of North Carolina at Greensboro

October 2005
The Center for Youth, Family, and Community Partnerships at The University of North Carolina at Greensboro is the Project Safe Neighborhoods Research Partner for the United States Attorney’s Office, Middle District of North Carolina. These efforts were supported by Project Safe Neighborhoods funding (Award #2002-GP-CX-0220) through the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs. For additional information about this report, please contact James M. Frabutt, Ph.D., 41 McNutt Building, UNC-Greensboro, Greensboro, NC 27402 (336-334-5826) or by email: jmfrabut@uncg.edu.
OVERVIEW

One essential component of Project Safe Neighborhoods’ methodology focuses on the use of data collection and strategic problem-solving to reduce gun-related violence within the community.  Analysis of crime data provides an overview of the extent and nature of many crimes, as well as identifies crime trends and patterns.  This fact sheet focuses on violent crime data
 from 1995 to 2004 for offenses committed in Cabarrus County, North Carolina, and more specifically, in Concord and Kannapolis.  Data was extracted from North Carolina’s Uniform Crime Reports which can be accessed at http://sbi2.jus.state.nc.us.

COUNTY LEVEL DATA

Table 1. Violent Crimes by Weapon -10 year trend 

	
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	Change 03-04
	Change 95-04

	Homicides
	6
	2
	7
	12
	5
	4
	8
	4
	3
	7
	+133%
	+17%

	       w/ Firearm
	3
	1
	5
	5
	3
	3
	4
	4
	2
	3
	+50%
	0%

	Aggravated Assaults
	193
	159
	206
	185
	154
	203
	149
	189
	165
	169
	+2%
	-12%

	       w/ Firearm
	60
	36
	59
	36
	40
	52
	28
	34
	46
	49
	+7%
	-18%

	Armed Robbery
	96
	84
	93
	95
	76
	110
	155
	159
	128
	141
	+10%
	+47%

	       w/ Firearm
	29
	34
	41
	45
	30
	52
	74
	79
	72
	75
	+4%
	+159%


· The number of homicides committed in Cabarrus County increased by 133% from 2003 to 2004.

· Homicides by firearm increased 50% over the same period of time.

· The number of aggravated assaults has decreased considerably from 1995 to 2004, despite the slight increase from 2003 to 2004.  

· Armed robberies involving a firearm has increased by 159% over the ten year period examined.

Table 2.  Violent Crime Rates

	
	1995 Population
	# Crimes
	1995 Rate
	1999 

Population
	# Crimes
	1999 Rate
	2004
 Population
	# Crimes
	2004 Rate

	Homicide
	112,059
	6
	5.35
	128,613
	5
	3.88
	146,628
	7
	4.77

	Aggravated Assault
	112,059
	193
	172.23
	128,613
	154
	119.73
	146,628
	169
	115.25

	Armed Robbery
	112,059
	96
	85.66
	128,613
	76
	59.09
	146,628
	141
	96.16


· In order to better assess increases in crime, population growth should be taken into account.  In the table above, a rate is calculated that considers both the number of crimes committed and county population.  The resulting number is the rate of each respective crime per 100,000 people.

· Although the number of crimes committed in Cabarrus County has increased over the period examined, generally speaking, further analysis shows that a smaller percentage of the community is offending.  

· Although more homicides are being committed in Cabarrus County now as opposed to 10 years ago (6 in 1995 and 7 in 2004), 4.77 individuals per 100,000 committed a homicide in 2004 compared to 5.35 individuals in 1995. 

CITY LEVEL DATA

Table 3.  Concord Violent Crime, 10 year trend
	
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	Change 03-04
	Change 95-04

	Homicides
	2
	0
	1
	5
	1
	4
	5
	1
	1
	3
	+200%
	+50%

	Aggravated Assaults
	86
	84
	99
	89
	81
	106
	80
	75
	70
	74
	+6%
	-14%

	Armed Robbery
	42
	48
	59
	51
	45
	66
	87
	81
	73
	82
	+12%
	+95%


· Although the number of aggravated assaults in Concord increased by 6% from 2003 to 2004, aggravated assaults decreased by 14% for the ten year period examined.

· Over the ten year period examined, armed robbery has increased by 95%.

· Armed robbery increased by 12% from 2003 to 2004.

Table 4.  Kannapolis Violent Crime, 10 year trend

	
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	Change 03-04
	Change 95-04

	Homicides
	1
	2
	3
	3
	4
	0
	1
	2
	0
	2
	+
	+100%

	Aggravated Assaults
	76
	47
	76
	68
	43
	68
	49
	95
	68
	76
	+12%
	0%

	Armed Robbery
	42
	31
	28
	33
	24
	31
	52
	53
	47
	48
	+2%
	+14%


· The number of aggravated assaults in Kannapolis increased by 12% from 2003 to 2004, but shows no change for the ten year period examined.

· Armed robbery increased by 2% from 2003 to 2004 and increased 14% from 1995 to 2004. 

� Excluding rape.


� Population figures as reported by the North Carolina State Demographer.  Figures can be accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://demog.state.nc.us/home.html" ��http://demog.state.nc.us/home.html�. 


� Due to the unavailability of 2004 population data, population estimates, also reported by the North Carolina State Demographer, were used for calculation purposes.    





_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Information was obtained from the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation website, Uniform Crime Reports:  http://sbi2.jus.state.nc.us

